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Who is Active on Social Media? 

• All 100 Senators have Twitter accounts 

– Most are personal, some held by staff 

• 416 of the 435 Representatives or their staff 
have Twitter 

• 320 Million active users on Twitter total 

• Katy Perry (60 million) and Justin Bieber (57 
million) each have more Twitter followers than 
Barack Obama (50 million). 

 

 



What do they do? 

• Position Taking is the most common activity 
– e.g. “In September, the Obama Administration 

rolled out 338 final rules of red tape at a cost of 
$10 billion. What happened to his promise to cut 
red tape?” (John Barrasso, R-WY) 

• District or State comments are the second 
most common activity 
– e.g. “Join me tomorrow at 6 PM in #Fairfield for a 

Town hall focused on creating #JobsNow.” (John 
Garamendi, D-CA) 



Twitter 101: How to Tweet 

Create a Twitter Account: https://twitter.com/signup 

 

https://twitter.com/signup


Twitter 101: How to Tweet 

Familiarize Yourself with the Twitter ‘Lingo’ 

• A Tweet: a brief, 140-character-or-less message to your 
followers that will show up on your… 

• Profile: Your Twitter Profile is where all of your Tweets will 
show up. As well as your Twitter stats (followers, etc.) 

• Follow/Followers: Subscribing to someone else’s Twitter 
account is called “following.” 

• Notifications: is where you’ll see who’s interacting with you 

• Home: Where you’ll find your Twitter Feed. A Twitter Feed 
contains tweets from all of the people you follow.  

• Messages: Where you can ‘Direct Message’ or ‘DM’ people 
* no one else can see these except you. 

 

 

 



 



Twitter 101: How to Tweet 
@: used to call out usernames in Tweets 
Hashtag (#): any word or phrase immediately 
preceded by the # symbol. When you click on 
a hashtag, you'll see other Tweets containing 
the same keyword or topic. 
Retweet: sharing another user's Tweet and 
vice versa. 
Likes: liking a Tweet indicates that you 
appreciate it. 
Reply: a response to another user's Tweet 
that begins with the @username of the 
person you're replying to 
Tag: you can tag up to 10 people in any photo 
you tweet. If you’re tagged in a photo you 
don’t want to be tagged in you can remove 
yourself. 

Twitter Glossary: https://support.twitter.com/articles/166337?lang=en 
  

https://support.twitter.com/articles/166337?lang=en
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What can you do? 



The Five Ps of Effective Advocacy 
• Policy  

 

• Pressure 
 

• Process 
 

• Politics 
 

• People  
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Things to Focus on… 

• It’s a Marathon, Not a Sprint 

• Relationships, Not Just Substance 

• Systems, Not Just Meetings and Letters 

• Information, Not Just Lobbying 

• Putting your School District’s best foot forward 
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Establishing a Strategy  

• Identifying Issues 

– In this case, the importance of global 
education 

• Setting Your Strategy 

• Identifying Your Stakeholders 

• Identifying Your Champions 

• Putting the Strategy into Action 
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Questions to think about 
• What federal legislative issues are currently in play 

that we could increase awareness of the success of 
global education? 

– This gets into messaging. 

• What Congressional members, staff, and officials 
come from the areas served by your school district? 

– Who are there education staff? 

• Which of these individuals are also on relevant 
committees or in leadership positions? 

– Are there committee staff I should contact? 



• Follow @AASAHQ on Twitter to stay up-to-date 
on AASA’s advocacy efforts 

• Tweet at or mention @AASAHQ in your Tweets so 
we can try to maximize your efforts 

• Reach out to your local representatives directly 
on Twitter 

• Follow our Policy & Advocacy’s personal Twitter 
accounts. 

• Join Twitter Chats that are relevant to you & the 
issues you care about 
 

Tips 



• The Social Media Lounge is located in AASA 
Central right outside the Knowledge Exchange 
Theater. 

• Stop by the lounge immediately following this 
session to learn how to join #SuptChat, the 
international superintendent chat on Twitter 

 

Social Media Lounge 




