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Public schools across the United States are
faced with seismic challenges. The needs of our
students have out-paced the reform agenda, and
there is a clearly identifiable gap between
policy-driven reform and the daily practices
needed to ensure all students thrive. Every
leader and learner has felt the impact of
standardization. In the local and national news
and in social media, the issue of school failure
is front and center, and the answer of
standardization and accountability has

become commonplace.

In his most recent book, Defying
Standardization Creating Curriculum for an
Uncertain Future, Christopher Tienken outlines
from multiple views how standardization
became the overarching mandate for public
schools and provides an alternate view of how
teachers and leaders can build curriculum that is
recommitted to a democratic life. He carefully
unpacks the assumptions and drivers that
underlie a false belief in standardization as the
holy grail of school reform.

How did we get here and what is the

cost?
The book includes a comprehensive review of
the key documents, historical references, and

political messages that drive the prevailing
beliefs, mandates, and practices that result in
standardization as the solution to improving
schools. Tienken outlines the negative impact
this perilous journey is having on equity,
equality, and access, and the promise of public
education in a democratic society. He shows
how public opinion, driven by the unfounded
rhetoric of A Nation at Risk, Goals 2000, and
No Child Left Behind, oversimplifies the issues
and drives all solutions towards a one-size fits
all education.

The author unpacks the misuse of
international data and the comparison of student
performance and summarizes the danger of
selecting certain data to prove a point and to
drive an agenda. He also provides a competing
data set that tells a different story about the
success of learning in schools that includes
measures of creativity and innovation.

The misuse of data and the creation of
an illusion of failure have created external
pressure on the education system.

That pressure has systematically
influenced the work of researchers, leaders, and
educators and muted their voices.
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Tienken reveals the critical impact of
policies that are the result of blame and
punishment and the sacrifices made when
education is limited to a forced choice between
subject-centered curriculum and student-
centered curriculum.

Understanding how public schools have
accepted without substantive evidence that
standardization is a necessary evil for
improving schools is only one part of the
commentary. Tienken also outlines the cost to
our children and how curriculum and learning
are impacted.

What is another option?

Tienken suggests an alternative. What does
curriculum look like if the ideals of democracy
prevail? He repositions the conversation from a
different entry point.

Instead of focusing on a one-size-fits all
education where students are easily compared,
and the curricular outcomes become
micromanaged for every child, he promotes and
describes a different curricular paradigm
founded on a progressive-experimentalist
philosophy. This paradigm provides a way of
navigating student-centered curriculum with a
focus on the processes and the agency of the
learner.

Grounding the work in cognitive
research and Deweyan theories, Tienken
reminds us that student learning must recognize
the talents and interests of the learner. The
learning process requires the student to actively
construct new knowledge and understandings in
a meaningful way, given an authentic context.

Tienken builds a comprehensive
argument that we are at a critical juncture and
must choose a different path for the future of
our children, their families, and our
communities. Coupling our understanding of
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the progressive-experimentalist philosophy with
the skills and dispositions needed for the future
and the true purpose of schools to develop
members of a global community, it is clearly
apparent that an “unstandardized” curricular
paradigm is required. The demands of the 21%
century require a rapid departure from the
current policies and a redirection of school
reform toward student-centered instruction.

The author provides a curriculum
planning model and references the principles
that guide “unstandardizing” the system.

He opens the window to a sample of
authentic curriculum designs that situates the
learning and the learner in an authentic context.
Skills and dispositions like creativity, courage,
and critical thinking become the hallmarks of
our expectations and the foci of our redesign.
Tienken clearly unpacks how we got into to the
cycle of standardization and outlines a solution
for reconceptualizing our purpose and
programs.

What are the Challenges for School

Leaders?

Our challenge as school leaders will be
operationalizing the changes outlined,
especially given the need for expediency. We
have lost years of teacher development and
community partnerships.

The messages, narrative, and beliefs
around the purpose of public schools will need
to be redeveloped so that the expectations of
student-centered curriculum will be valued.

Multiple pathways exist to develop
learning opportunities that engage students, but
without building a new reality and common
understandings of the purpose of public
schools, it will be impossible to chart a new
direction.
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Tienken’s book sets a clear direction, experience a public education where they
but we will need a community of thinkers develop behaviors, knowledge, and skills to
working together to operationalize the ideals thrive in this ever-changing and complex world.

and practices needed for all children to
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Mission and Scope, Copyright, Privacy, Ethics, Upcoming Themes, Author Guidelines,
Submissions, Publication Rates & Publication Timeline

The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice is a refereed, blind-reviewed, quarterly journal with a
focus on research and evidence-based practice that advance the profession of education administration.

Mission and Scope

The mission of the Journal is to provide peer-reviewed, user-friendly, and methodologically sound
research that practicing school and district administrations can use to take action and that higher
education faculty can use to prepare future school and district administrators. The Journal publishes
accepted manuscripts in the following categories: (1) Evidence-based Practice, (2) Original Research,
(3) Research-informed Commentary, and (4) Book Reviews.

The scope for submissions focus on the intersection of five factors of school and district administration:
(a) administrators, (b) teachers, (c) students, (d) subject matter, and (e) settings. The Journal encourages
submissions that focus on the intersection of factors a-e. The Journal discourages submissions that
focus only on personal reflections and opinions.

Copyright

Acrticles published by AASA, The School Superintendents Association (AASA) in the AASA Journal of
Scholarship and Practice fall under the Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-NoDerivs 3.0
license policy (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/). Please refer to the policy for rules
about republishing, distribution, etc. In most cases our readers can copy, post, and distribute articles
that appear in the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice, but the works must be attributed to the
author(s) and the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice. Works can only be distributed for non-
commercial/non-monetary purposes. Alteration to the appearance or content of any articles used is not
allowed. Readers who are unsure whether their intended uses might violate the policy should get
permission from the author or the editor of the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice.

Authors please note: By submitting a manuscript the author/s acknowledge that the submitted
manuscript is not under review by any other publisher or society, and the manuscript represents original
work completed by the authors and not previously published as per professional ethics based on APA
guidelines, most recent edition. By submitting a manuscript, authors agree to transfer without charge
the following rights to AASA, its publications, and especially the AASA Journal of Scholarship and
Practice upon acceptance of the manuscript. The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice is indexed
by several services and is also a member of the Directory of Open Access Journals. This means there is
worldwide access to all content. Authors must agree to first worldwide serial publication rights and the
right for the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice and AASA to grant permissions for use of
works as the editors judge appropriate for the redistribution, repackaging, and/or marketing of all works
and any metadata associated with the works in professional indexing and reference services. Any
revenues received by AASA and the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice from redistribution are
used to support the continued marketing, publication, and distribution of articles.
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Privacy

The names and e-mail addresses entered in this journal site will be used exclusively for the stated
purposes of this journal and will not be made available for any other purpose or to any other party.
Please note that the journal is available, via the Internet at no cost, to audiences around the world.
Authors’ names and e-mail addresses are posted for each article. Authors who agree to have their
manuscripts published in the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice agree to have their names and
e-mail addresses posted on their articles for public viewing.

Ethics

The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice uses a double-blind peer-review process to maintain
scientific integrity of its published materials. Peer-reviewed articles are one hallmark of the scientific
method and the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice believes in the importance of maintaining
the integrity of the scientific process in order to bring high quality literature to the education leadership
community. We expect our authors to follow the same ethical guidelines. We refer readers to the latest
edition of the APA Style Guide to review the ethical expectations for publication in a scholarly journal.

Upcoming Themes and Topics of Interest
Below are themes and areas of interest for publication cycles.

1. Governance, Funding, and Control of Public Education

2. Federal Education Policy and the Future of Public Education

3. Federal, State, and Local Governmental Relationships

4 Teacher Quality (e.g., hiring, assessment, evaluation, development, and compensation
of teachers)

5. School Administrator Quality (e.g., hiring, preparation, assessment, evaluation,

development, and compensation of principals and other school administrators)
6. Data and Information Systems (for both summative and formative evaluative purposes)
7. Charter Schools and Other Alternatives to Public Schools
8. Turning Around Low-Performing Schools and Districts
9. Large scale assessment policy and programs
10.  Curriculum and instruction
11.  School reform policies
12. Financial Issues

Submissions

Length of manuscripts should be as follows: Research and evidence-based practice articles between
2,800 and 4,800 words; commentaries between 1,600 and 3,800 words; book and media reviews
between 400 and 800 words. Articles, commentaries, book and media reviews, citations and references
are to follow the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, latest edition.
Permission to use previously copyrighted materials is the responsibility of the author, not the AASA
Journal of Scholarship and Practice.

Potential contributors should include in a cover sheet that contains (a) the title of the article, (b)
contributor’s name, (c¢) terminal degree, (d) academic rank, (e) department and affiliation (for inclusion
on the title page and in the author note), (f) address, (g) telephone and fax numbers, and (h) e-mail
address. Authors must also provide a 120-word abstract that conforms to APA style and a 40-word
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biographical sketch. The contributor must indicate whether the submission is to be considered original
research, evidence-based practice article, commentary, or book or media review. The type of
submission must be indicated on the cover sheet in order to be considered. Articles are to be submitted
to the editor by e-mail as an electronic attachment in Microsoft Word.

Acceptance Rates
The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice maintains of record of acceptance rates for each of the
quarterly issues published annually. The percentage of acceptance rates since 2010 is as follows:
2011: 16%
2012: 22%
2013: 15%
2014: 20%
2015: 22%

Book Review Guidelines
Book review guidelines should adhere to the author guidelines as found above. The format of the book
review is to include the following:
e Full title of book
Author
City, state: publisher, year; page; price
Name and affiliation of reviewer
Contact information for reviewer: address, country, zip or postal code, e-mail address,
telephone and fax

e Date of submission

Publication Timeline

Issue Deadline to Submit Notification to Authors To AASA for Issue Available
Articles of Editorial Review Board Formatting on
Decisions and Editing AASA website
Spring | October 1 January 1 February 15 April 1
Summer |February 1 April 1 May 15 Julyl
Fall May 1 July 1 August 15 October 1
Winter | August 1 October 1 November 15 January 15

Additional Information

Contributors will be notified of editorial board decisions within eight weeks of receipt of papers at the
editorial office. Articles to be returned must be accompanied by a postage-paid, self-addressed
envelope.
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The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice reserves the right to make minor editorial changes
without seeking approval from contributors.

Materials published in the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice do not constitute endorsement of
the content or conclusions presented.

The Journal is listed in Cabell’s Directory of Publishing Opportunities. Articles are also archived in the
ERIC collection. The Journal is available on the Internet and considered an open access document.
Editor

Kenneth Mitchell, EAD

AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice
Submit articles electronically: kenneth.mitchell@mville.edu

To contact by postal mail:
Dr. Ken Mitchell
Associate Professor
School of Education
Manhattanville College
2900 Purchase Street
Purchase, NY 10577
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AASA Resources

v' Learn about AASA’s books program where new titles and special discounts are available to
AASA members. The AASA publications catalog may be downloaded at
www.aasa.org/books.aspx.

v Join AASA and discover a number of resources reserved exclusively for members. Visit
www.aasa.org/Join.aspx. Questions? Contact C.J. Reid at creid@aasa.org.

v' Upcoming AASA Events

AASA Legislative Advocacy Conference, July 10-12, 2017, Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill,
Washington, DC

Early Childhood Learning Summit, Oct. 23-24, InterContinental Hotel, Miami, Fla.

AASA’s National Conference on Education, Feb. 15-17, 2018, Nashville, Tenn.
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