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AASA Educating the Total Child Campaign
Fact Sheet
Fact: The many and varied effects of poverty form the single greatest factor limiting student achievement.

· Math and reading scores for new kindergartners from the lowest socioeconomic group are 60 percent and 56 percent lower, respectively, than those of students at the highest end. (Source: Valerie E. Lee and David T. Burkam, “Inequality at the Starting Gate,” 2002)

· Student achievement is closely tied to neighborhood characteristics. On the fourth-grade NAEP math test, low-income students attending schools with low rates of poverty scored eight points higher than middle-class students in high-poverty schools. (Source: "The Condition of Education 2006," U.S. Department of Education, 2006)
· During an economic downturn, more students are pushed into poverty and schools are forced to make cuts that directly impact student achievement (Source: AASA Economic Impact Study Series, www.aasa.org/policy/econstudies)
Fact: Achievement gaps among students of different socioeconomic, ethnic and linguistic backgrounds are noticeable by age 3 and must be addressed by early childhood education programs that ensure each child begins school prepared to learn.

· Achievement gaps based on socioeconomic status are present before children begin formal schooling. Policies aimed directly at education-related social and economic disadvantages can improve school performance and student achievement. (Source: “Broader, Bolder Approach to Education,” Economic Policy Institute) 
· By the time children from economically advantaged families are 3 years old, they have a substantially more varied vocabulary than do children from low-income families. (Source: “Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experience of Young American Children,” Betty Hart and Todd R. Risley, 1995)
· The likelihood that a child will attend preschool is tied largely to socioeconomic status. (Source: National Institute for Early Education Research at Rutgers University)

· Children from lower-income families who participated in an intensive early childhood education program showed higher rates of educational achievement and lower rates of depression and criminal activity. (Source: “Effects of a School-Based, Early Childhood Intervention on Adult Health and Well-Being,” National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 2007)
Fact: Students achieve to higher levels when organizations work with public education to coordinate delivery of health and child development services.

· AASA's current projects on asthma management, healthy school environments, youth development and healthy eating and active living, all emphasize disparities or gaps in well-being among children from low-income families. AASA believes that all children everywhere can be successful within and outside of the school walls. (Source: http://www.aasa.org/focus/content.cfm?ItemNumber=7972&snItemNumber=7973) 

· Out-of-school factors, including low-birth weight, inadequate medical care, food insecurity, environmental pollutants, family stress and neighborhood characteristics play a powerful role in generating existing achievement gaps. (Source: “Poverty and Potential: Out-of-School Factors and School Success,” Education and the Public Interest Center & Education Policy Research Unit, 2009, http://epicpolicy.org/publication/poverty-and-potential)
· Poor health can greatly reduce a young person’s ability to get the most from school or life. (Source: “The Case for School-Based Integration of Services: Changing the Ways  Students, Families and Communities Engage With Their Schools,” Public/Private Ventures, http://www.ppv.org/ppv/publications/assets/267_publication.pdf)
· The academic success of America’s youth is strongly linked with their health. (Source:  National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Student Health and Academic Achievement, http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/health_and_academics/index.htm)

· Schools by themselves cannot — and should not be expected to — solve the nation’s most serious health and social problems. Families, health care workers, the media, religious organizations, community organizations that serve youth, and young people themselves also must be systematically involved. However, schools could provide a critical facility in which many agencies might work together to maintain the well-being of young people. (Source: National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Coordinated School Health Program, http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/CSHP/)
· On June 11, 2009, America’s Promise Alliance hosted a webinar entitled Back to School Outreach: Strategies for Connecting Uninsured Children to Health Coverage. The webinar recording and the Children’s Defense Fund – Texas: Back to School 2009 Toolkit are available at  http://www.americaspromise.org/Our-Work/Action-Strategies/All-Kids-Covered/AKC-Webinar.aspx. 
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